
 

St. Michael  Church

Parish Mission Statement 
We are a Eucharist-centered community, inspired and guided by the 
Holy Spirit, nourished and strengthened by the sacramental life of the 
Church, who welcomes, accepts and celebrates our unity, as persons 
created in the image and likeness of God. 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time  

August 26, 2018 

St. Mary Church 
 

 

PASTOR: 

REV. ERNEST CIBELLI 

 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR: 

REV. LAWRENCE ADAMCZYK 

 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

REV. GEORGE LIMMER 

 

ST. MARY, 224 W. Washington St.  

Hagerstown, MD 21740   

 Phone 301-739-0390 

Fax:  301-739-7082 

Email:  

church@saintmarysonline.org 

Church website:  

www.saintmarysonline.org 

SUNDAY MASSES 

SATURDAY: 5:15PM 

SUNDAY: 

7:30AM — 9:30AM — 11:30AM 

5:00PM (EXTRAORDINARY FORM) 

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

SATURDAY: 

11:30AM TO 12 NOON 

4:00 TO 4:45PM 

 

ROSARY: 

MONDAY — SATURDAY 8:00AM 

NOVENA: 

WEDNESDAY 8:00AM 

ST. MICHAEL, 31 S. Martin St. 

Clear Spring, MD  21722 

 

SUNDAY MASS 

10:30AM 

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

BEFORE MASS 

 

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC  

ADORATION 

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY AT 

ST. MARIA GORETTI CHAPEL 

“The words I have spoken to you are Spirit and life. But 

there are some of you who do not believe.” (John 6:22-70) 

Rembrandt, Christ Preaching, 1657 

mailto:church@saintmarysonline.org
http://www.saintmarysonline.org


 

Dear Parishioners, 

Thank you to everyone who was able to join me and Father Larry for the Holy Hour of Reparation to the Sa-

cred Heart this past Wednesday. The next dates we will designate for acts of reparation to the Sacred Heart 

will be Friday, September 7, Wednesday, September 19, Friday, September 21, and Saturday, September 22.  

September 7 is a First Friday, and Archbishop Lori has designated it as a Day of Reparation to the Sacred 

Heart. Archbishop Lori explains that he and our auxiliary bishops will be fasting and offering special Masses 

on that day. He invites us to join him in doing the same for the sake of the Church, especially for the healing 

of the victims who have been abused by clergy and for reconciliation for those who have been scandalized, 

alienated, or disillusioned. I will join him in doing so. I am grateful to you for your prayerful consideration of 

this request. 

September 19, 21, and 22 are the Fall Ember Days. “Ember Days” have their roots in the Roman Church, 

from at least the third century, as days of fasting. They have come to mark the beginning of the four seasons. 

The Catholic Encyclopedia explains, “The purpose of their introduction, besides the general one intended by 

all prayer and fasting, was to thank God for the gifts of nature, to teach men to make use of them in modera-

tion, and to assist the needy.” Since 1970 they have not been commonly observed, but an increased use of the 

1962 Roman Missal has brought renewed attention to them. I would like to designate these days especially for 

the purpose of offering, at the least, spiritual assistance to those who are in need because they have suffered 

abuse by clergy. 

We will plan special liturgical observances, including Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, for each of the four 

days mentioned above; however, the details could not be finalized before sending the bulletin to press. 

I continue to ask the Holy Spirit for guidance on how to help you, the flock entrusted to my care, with the sor-

did state of affairs that afflicts Christ’s Church. Thank you to those of you who have spoken with me about 

this scandal. Too often I am at a loss for words. So, for now allow me to express the anguish I feel for you, 

especially anyone who is a direct victim of abuse. When I consider the hurt and betrayal that you experience 

(joined with the hurt and betrayal that I experience on my own) I want to cry and vomit. I try very hard to of-

fer this anguish (even though it pales in comparison to that of the victims) to the Lord for healing for the vic-

tims and in reparation to the Sacred Heart for the damage done by the sins of these bishops and priests. If you 

would like to talk, I am ready and willing to do so. 

Please find printed in the bulletin the beginning of Pope Francis’ “Letter to the People of God,” along with 

how to access the entire text. 

Let us also pray for all of our grade school and high school students who go back to school in just over a 

week’s time. May the Holy Spirit enlighten and guide them throughout the coming academic year. (Our own 

students have some exciting new facilities to make use of!) 

Please know of my daily prayers for each of you. 

May God bless you and keep you in His care, and may the 

Blessed Mother intercede for you, 

Father Cibelli 

Please pray for  Joby Nirappel, cousin of Fr. James Nirappel. Joby drowned in the flood waters in India; 

Julia Garrott, wife of Warren (deceased), former parishioner of St. Mary Parish. Julia played the organ for 

Masses many years ago; 

Michele Miser, mother of Willard and Zachary; Teresa Elmira Sirbaugh, wife of Harry Sirbaugh (deceased). 

May they rest in the Peace of Christ! 



 

LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  

TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

*excerpt from the beginning of the letter. Full text available from our homepage www.saintmarysonline.org 

and at: 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180820_lettera-popolo-

didio.html 

 “If one member suffers, all suffer together with it” (1 Cor 12:26). These words of Saint Paul forcefully echo 

in my heart as I acknowledge once more the suffering endured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the 

abuse of power and the abuse of conscience perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated 

persons. Crimes that inflict deep wounds of pain and powerlessness, primarily among the victims, but also in 

their family members and in the larger community of believers and nonbelievers alike. Looking back to the 

past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done will ever be sufficient. Looking ahead to the 

future, no effort must be spared to create a culture able to prevent such situations from happening, but also to 

prevent the possibility of their being covered up and perpetuated. The pain of the victims and their families is 

also our pain, and so it is urgent that we once more reaffirm our commitment to ensure the protection of mi-

nors and of vulnerable adults. 

1. If one member suffers…  

In recent days, a report was made public which detailed the experiences of at least a thousand survivors, vic-

tims of sexual abuse, the abuse of power and of conscience at the hands of priests over a period of approxi-

mately seventy years. Even though it can be said that most of these cases belong to the past, nonetheless as 

time goes on we have come to know the pain of many of the victims. We have realized that these wounds 

never disappear and that they require us forcefully to condemn these atrocities and join forces in uprooting 

this culture of death; these wounds never go away. The heart-wrenching pain of these victims, which cries 

out to heaven, was long ignored, kept quiet or silenced. But their outcry was more powerful than all the 

measures meant to silence it, or sought even to resolve it by decisions that increased its gravity by falling in-

to complicity. The Lord heard that cry and once again showed us on which side he stands. Mary’s song is not 

mistaken and continues quietly to echo throughout history. For the Lord remembers the promise he made to 

our fathers: “he has scattered the proud in their conceit; he has cast down the mighty from their thrones and 

lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty” (Lk 1:51-

53). We feel shame when we realize that our style of life has denied, and continues to deny, the words we 

recite. 

With shame and repentance, we acknowledge as an ecclesial community that we were not where we should 

have been, that we did not act in a timely manner, realizing the magnitude and the gravity of the damage 

done to so many lives. We showed no care for the little ones; we abandoned them. I make my own the words 

of the then Cardinal Ratzinger when, during the Way of the Cross composed for Good Friday 2005, he iden-

tified with the cry of pain of so many victims and exclaimed: “How much filth there is in the Church, and 

even among those who, in the priesthood, ought to belong entirely to [Christ]! How much pride, how much 

self-complacency! Christ’s betrayal by his disciples, their unworthy reception of his body and blood, is cer-

tainly the greatest suffering endured by the Redeemer; it pierces his heart. We can only call to him from the 

depths of our hearts: Kyrie eleison – Lord, save us! (cf. Mt 8:25)” (Ninth Station). 

2. … all suffer together with it 

The extent and the gravity of all that has happened requires coming to grips with this reality in a comprehen-

sive and communal way. While it is important and necessary on every journey of conversion to acknowledge 

the truth of what has happened, in itself this is not enough. Today we are challenged as the People of God to 

take on the pain of our brothers and sisters wounded in their flesh and in their spirit. If, in the past, the re-

sponse was one of omission, today we want solidarity, in the deepest and most challenging sense, to become 

our way of forging present and future history. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180820_lettera-popolo-didio.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180820_lettera-popolo-didio.html
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/2005/via_crucis/en/station_09.html
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/2005/via_crucis/en/station_09.html


 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Anyone experiencing a hardship is encouraged to contact the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Help Line for assistance (301-739-0390 extension 124). Your contributions to the poor box 

are appreciated!  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:   Peter said to Jesus, “You have the words of eternal life”.  Discover God’s plan for 

your marriage by participating in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend on November 2-4, 2018 in Gaithersburg, 

MD. Go to moments4marriage.org to sign-up or call 301-541-7007. It’s not too early to sign-up! Early registration is 

highly recommended. For more information visit our website at: moments4marriage.org. 

Right to Life: -- There's an abortion facility in Hager-
stown at 160 W. Washington St, Suite 100, just 3 doors 
from St. Mary Church, and there's a serious need for adults 
and children to be there praying for a change of mind of 
those entering.  There's an opportunity for sidewalk coun-
seling if you're comfortable doing that, but first, prayer at 
the site is very powerful.  Volunteers are needed 2 days 
each week:  every Thursday and every other Tuesday 
from 9 to 11 AM; every other Saturday from 8 to 11 
AM.  Open Tuesday, August 28 and September 11; 
Thursday, August 30, September 6 and 13; and Satur-
day, September 8 and 22.. We also need another  " shift"  
to stay until the women come out after the abortion so we 
can provide some help. Please email Janet Neel 
dneel@myactv.net if you can help.   

Perpetual Adoration Chapel   

St. Maria Goretti High School 

Current hours needed: 
 

Monday:          9am, 12Noon 

Tuesday:         11pm 

Wednesday:    12am 

Friday:             1am, 5pm 

Saturday:         5pm, 7pm, 10pm 

Sunday:           12Noon, 11pm 
 

Key card:         St. Ann, Donna Louzon,  
                           301-733-0410 x10 
                           dlouzon@stannchurch.com 
Signup:             adorationpro.org/annmd  
Contact:           Mr./Mrs. Ott 301-739-4167  

WHOOPS!!! Due to a conflict we have a NEW DATE FOR THE  
 Fall Rummage Sale:    

Saturday October 6, 2018 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.  

More info to follow! 

Making Strides for the Unborn! 

Are you interested in exploring a 
new way to live out your faith in 
helping to promote a Pro-Life cul-
ture in Hagerstown and beyond? 
 
 

Are you interested in improving 
your fitness and offering running as 
a form of prayer? 
 

Join the Hagerstown Life Runners Chapter! We meet every other Sat-
urday for a run through downtown Hagerstown followed by prayer 
and witness in front the Washington Street abortion facility.   
 

Contact Jonathan McGreevy if interested! 301.748.5328 

http://moments4marriage.org
http://moments4marriage.org
mailto:dneel@myactv.net
mailto:dlouzon@stannchurch.com
http://adorationpro.org/annmd


 

     Now Open! 
  Enrollment for new students for the  

2018-2019 School Year        
St. Mary Catholic School offers  

Pre-K 4 through 8th Grade 
Come see why we were awarded the National Blue 

Ribbon of Excellence in 2017 by the  
U.S. Department of Education!  

You can now inquire and apply directly on our  
website – www.stmarycatholicschool.org  

Welcome Grants for Catholic students who attend 
public school are available for grades 1, 3, 4 & 5.  

If you would like a tour or more information, please 
call Kristy Gross at 301-733-1184 or  
kgross@stmarycatholicschool.org.  

After-School Care Attendant Needed:  
St. Mary Catholic School has an opening for an after-
school care attendant for the 2018-2019 school year, 
Monday through Friday, from 3:00 P.M. to 5:30 
P.M., for K-8 grade students. An adult with CPR/
First aid and who is in compliance with VIRTUS 
requirements is sought to assist with faith-filled after-
noons of homework, snacks, playground, and light 
housekeeping responsibilities. For more information, 
please contact Paula Radley, 301-733-1184, or pra-
dley@stmarycatholicschool.org.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CORNER 
 

K of C Car Raffle Tickets now for sale. $1 per chance or 6 for $5. 1st Prize is 2019 Ford Mustang or $18K. 

Raffle benefits local Catholic School scholarships. Drawing is 10/6/18. See a Knight to purchase tickets. 
 

Pangborn Ladies Auxiliary is having a Craft & Vendor Fair on Sat. Sept. 22nd at the K of C Hall. For info on 

being a vendor, please contact Darlene at proudmom31@hotmail.com.  
 

Bingo Bingo Bingo. Every Tuesday at the Knights of Columbus Hall (20340 Leitersburg Pike, Hagerstown, 

MD 21742) Starting at 6:45 pm we conduct 34 bingo games for the public. Please join us and have fun. 
 

The Columbus Hall or the Pavilion are available for rental.  Please call 301-739-9019 for more information. 
 

Registration for the next school year CCD program is going on now.  
 

CCD Helpers will meet today after the 9:30 Mass in the CCD 6th grade classroom in the school to re-
ceive assignments for the coming Sunday School of Religion year and be STAND trained. 
 
The CCD Sunday School of Religion will open on Sunday, September 9 after the 9:30 Mass. Classes 
are held from 10:45 to 12:15 for children in Pre-school to eighth grade. Parents may register NEW students 
by calling Jan McCarter , 301-739-0390 est. 129. 

8/19/2018           Attendance   702
   

Offertory            $7,827.36 
Online Giving    $3,290.20 
Total             $11,117.56  
           

 Total     Amount Needed** $18,727  
**This is the amount of weekly collection that would allow 

St. Mary to break even for fiscal year 2019  
 

                

Poor Box  $  141.68 
School Support $1,673.00 
Assumption  $2,866.00  

8/19/2018           Attendance  53
   

Offertory  $714.00 
Assumption  $  26.00 
    

Amount Needed**  $658 
**This is the amount of weekly collection that would 
allow St. Michael to break even for fiscal year 2019  

Stewardship                 St. Michael’s Stewardship                 St. Mary’s 

Today’s second collection is for  
Capital Improvements. 

Thank you! 

We are searching for anyone with a high 
resolution camera willing to volunteer to 
take photos of the events taking place at 
St. Mary Church for St. Mary’s website. 

http://www.stmarycatholicschool.org
mailto:roconnor@stmarycatholicschool.org
mailto:pradley@stmarycatholicschool.org
mailto:pradley@stmarycatholicschool.org
mailto:proudmom31@hotmail.com


 

ASK THE PRIEST 
 

Continuing with the “secret or quiet” prayers of the Communion Rite: 
 
The last section of the Mass that contain quiet or “secret” prayers, is the Communion Rite.  Again, these 
prayers are said verbally by the priest but are to be said quietly.  “Secret” meaning “privately for the priest” 
not meaning hidden or unknownable.   While the “Lamb of God is being sung or said, the priest “takes the 
host, breaks it over the paten, and places a small piece in the chalice, saying quietly:  May this mingling of 
the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.”  This little r itual 
is called the fermentum.  It comes from early in Church history, probably around A.D. 120, and it began as a 
way for the bishop to share in all the Masses that were taking place in his diocese.  As the bishop is the sacra-
mental font of the diocese and all sacraments flow ultimately from his authority, he would send around a 
piece of consecrated bread from the Mass he offered to the priests of his diocese, so that when the priest 
would offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, they could add that piece of consecrated bread to their chalice 
and in that way be “in communion” with the bishop.  As the practice continued, the priest would break off a 
piece from the host he was using at the Mass which he was offering, even if he did not have the piece of con-
secrated bread from the bishop.  Theologically, the fermentum also became the symbol of the Resurrection 
when Jesus’ Body and Blood were reunited after having been sacrificed and separated at the Consecration.  
Therefore, you can see this little prayer is said to remind the priest of his union with the bishop as well as to 
prepare him to worthily receive the Most Blessed Sacrament.  When the Lamb of God is completed the priest 
is to say one of two prayers.  In the pre-Vatican II Rite, the priest was required to say three prayers of prepa-
ration.  After the Lamb of God, “Then the priest, with hands joined, says quietly: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of 
the living God, who, by the will of the Father and the work of the Holy Spirit, through your Death gave 
life to the world, free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood, from all my sins and from every evil; 
keep me always faithful to your commandments, and never let me be parted from you. OR.  May the 
receiving of your Body and Blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and condemnation, 
but through your loving mercy be for me protection in mind and body and a healing remedy.”  As you 
can see these prayers are personal prayers asking the Lord to forgive him of his sins so that he does not re-
ceive the Body and Blood Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ unworthily.  St. Paul in his Letter to the Corinthi-
ans 11: 27-29 writes, “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to 
answer for the body and blood of the Lord.  A person should examine himself, and so eat the bread and drink 
the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself.”  
This is why priest and laity need to be in state of grace, free from mortal sin, before receiving Holy Commun-
ion.  After showing the people the host and the chalice, both priest and laity pray to be made worthy to re-
ceive this Most Holy Gift.  “The priest, facing the altar, says quietly: May the Body of Christ keep me safe 
for eternal life.  And he reverently consumes the Body of Christ.  Then he takes the chalice and says quietly: 
May the Blood of Christ keep me safe for eternal life. And he reverently consumes the Blood of Christ.”   
In the Pre-Vatican II ritual, the priest would basically say this same prayer for every communicant, but with 
the increasing number of communicants, the Post Vatican II rite, has shortened the prayer to “The Body of 
Christ” to which the communicant responds “Amen”.  The final “secret” prayer is the said while the priest/
deacon/acolyte is purifying the sacred vessels.  “While he carries out the purification, the Priest says quietly:  
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord, may we possess in purity of heart, that what has been given 
to us in time may be our healing for eternity.”  Again, we can see that this pray is a prayer for  the heal-
ing of his sinfulness so that he may one day rejoice with God in eternity.  With the exception of the prayer for 
the mixing of the water and the wine, you can see that these “secret” for “quiet” prayers are prayers for the 
personal sanctification of the priest.  The holiness of the priest does not affect the holiness of the sacraments 
because it is not Fr. So-and-So offering the sacrifice but Jesus Christ.  The Church teaches us that the priest 
acts “in the person of Christ.”  The sinfulness of the priest does not affect the holiness of the sacraments, but 
it is a grave sin for the priest to offer the sacraments in a state of mortal sin.  The “quiet or secret” prayers are 
meant to remind the priest that he ought to be holy when celebrating the holy Sacraments because he will face 
judgement and possible “condemnation” if he is not.  

 
“Ask The Priest” is a continuing feature of the Bulletin.  If you have a question regarding the Catholic faith, 
please place your question in the box on the back table. 



 

 

 

Day      Date  Mass       Intention  
 

Monday         8/27 6:30  Special Intentions of The Lafollette Family     
                                8:30  St. Vincent de Paul Feast Day  
   

Tuesday   8/28 6:30  Special Intentions of Mike McCoy  
  8:30   Special Intentions of Christopher Hackett 
          

Wednesday    8/29  6:30         Jay Benfield  
                                      8:30  Pauline Allison 
             

Thursday       8/30             6:30  Vocations to the Priesthood    
                  8:30  Special Intentions of Michael Sparacino 
       

Friday            8/31      6:30  Special Intentions of Cardinal Docan            
                 

Saturday         9/1              8:30  George Spada    
              5:15  Bill Hudson and SI Kitty Hudson 
                   

Sunday           9/2                  7:30  Helen Pauline McDermott   
                  9:30  Kevin Donoghue 
   11:30  Joby Nirappel   
                                        5:00PM Special Intentions of Stephen Hadford  
 

St. Michael  9/2  10:30am  St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s Parishioners 
 

St. Mary Church Holy Mass Intentions 
August 27 — September 2,, 2018       

Sunday   8/26  Twentieth  Sunday of Ordinary Time  
    Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b / Ephesians 5:21-32 / John 6:60-69 
 

Monday  8/27  Saints Monica 

    2nd Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11-12 / Matthew 23:13-22 

 

Tuesday  8/28  Saint Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

    2nd Thessalonians 2:1-3a, 14-17 / Matthew 23:23-26 
 

Wed.        8/29  The Passion of St. John the Baptist 

    2nd Thessalonians 3:6-10, 16-18 / Matthew 6:17-29 
     

Thurs.     8/30  Weekday 

    1st Corinthians 1:1-9 / Matthew 24:42-51 

 

Friday     8/31  Weekday 

    1st Corinthians 1:17-25 / Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Sat.           9/1  BVM  

    1st Corinthians 1:26-31 / Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Sunday     9/2  Twentieth  Sunday of Ordinary Time  
    Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 / James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 / Matthew 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Readings for August 26 — September 2, 2018    


